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Message from the Chief Executive 
Dear parents and carers 

Many thanks for your continued support and patience as we 

continue to navigate our way through the coronavirus pandemic. We continue to be 

notified of confirmed cases on a daily basis and whilst this has mainly been in our 

secondary schools, we are now seeing more cases occurring in our primary schools. 

Numbers still remain relatively low in all settings though.  

The new Covid-19 report form on our school websites is definitely helping us to 

identify who needs to isolate when we are informed of a positive case. The process 

is still a complex one however and is taking up a huge amount of schools leaders’ 

time, including at weekends.  Schools cannot make these decisions themselves and 

have to work with the Department for Education and the local Health Protection 

Team to identify who is deemed to be a contact and therefore has to isolate. What 

we have learned is that it is easier to narrow this down in secondary schools than it 

is in primary schools, where younger children have more contact with one another. 

We try hard to minimise the number of people who have to isolate but safety is our 

first consideration always. We do understand some parents’ frustration when they 

are told their child has to isolate but I would ask for understanding that this decision 

was not taken lightly and would have been made by a team of multi professionals, 

including public health officers.  

We appreciate that this is an anxious time for everyone but urge parents to be 

measured and understanding in their communications with schools and to trust in the 

decisions that are being made. If you have a concern, please email it in to your 

child’s school so it can be addressed. Angry telephone enquiries are not helpful and 

unfair on the admin staff who have to deal with them. Thankfully, these occasions 

are rare but we are noticing an increase. We are a community working together in 
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the best interests of children and young people and we need to be supportive of one 

another, particularly at this time of unprecedented challenge. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to reinforce how important it is that children 

do not come into school if they, or someone they live with has symptoms of Covid-

19. This is the best way we have of stopping the transmission of the virus in our 

schools, alongside the three measures of Hands, Face, Space. This infographic from 

B&NES Public Health also provides some useful advice for families on the topic of 

isolation. 

 

We continue to be very grateful to the vast majority of families who are supportive 

and understanding of the challenges we face. With your help we can continue to 

ensure that our schools are safe and happy places for children and young people.  
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We are continuing to evaluate and improve the quality of our remote learning.  This 

is challenging for teachers who have to plan two lessons, one for those at home and 

one for those in school and we are working on how we can make this experience 

more effective for pupils. In particular, we are looking into how we can deliver live 

lessons as part of the overall remote learning package. This is currently being trialled 

in one of our secondary schools and initial feedback is positive as shown in this 

reflection piece written by a teacher this week: 

“This week, for the first time in my teaching career I taught a live lesson.  It was 

delivered to a small number of students in the classroom whilst simultaneously being 

streamed to students at home and recorded for any students unable to access it at 

that specific time.  When a significant chunk of my Year 11 class were asked to self-

isolate on Monday I knew that I needed to attempt a live lesson via our Microsoft 

Teams system.  I am far from confident with technology but having a lesson that can 

be accessed by students at home who are desperate to be in lessons seemed a 

prize worth stepping outside of my comfort zone for.  I ended up having more 

students logging into the lesson from home than were in the classroom which was a 

surreal feeling.  Students at home were able to contribute and respond to questions 

in the same way as if they were in the classroom.  The hours lesson flew by and by 

the end students at home were confidently asking for additional details on the 

anatomy of the digestive system! 

When I got home on that evening I received an email from a parent of one of my 

students thanking me for the class and letting me know that her daughter had 

definitely benefited and had found the interaction with the teacher and other students 

brilliant”. 

We still have a number of barriers to overcome before we can roll this technology out 

across our schools but we are working on it with urgency and are confident that we 

will be able to do it. 

Thank you for the trust you place in us, your support makes a world of difference.  

I wish you and your family all the best and hope you are staying safe and well. 

Andrea Arlidge, 

Chief Executive 
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Experiencing work 
Six Year 11 students from SBL participated in a virtual event 

organised by the RUH Bath entitled Your Heart Hospital.  

The programme included: 

• How the heart works and keeping it healthy 

• Heart attacks and working in a cardiac catheterisation laboratory 

• Resuscitation, heart conditions and working in a heart 
hospital  

• Staff interviews and Q&A.  

The students all received a 

certificate for their 

participation. Hopefully we 

will see some budding heart surgeons or medical 

professionals in the future! Congratulations to all 

who attended and thank you to the RUH Bath for 

inviting us. 

We had many brilliant entries for the Careers logo competition. Congratulations to 

everyone who entered. Look out for our announcement of the winner.  

Congratulations to three Year 

13 students who were 

successful in their applications 

for virtual Work Experience 

courtesy of Career Ready at 

half term. They have been 

placed with the prestigious 

companies BP, Silicon Valley 

Bank JD and ISIO 

(Previously KPMG's UK pensions practice) 
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Learning about the music business 
My name is Rowan and I’m a Year 11 student at SBL. In the last term of Year 10 I 

took part in a virtual work experience with Murray Chalmers PR. I applied via a 

website the school recommended called Speakers for Schools. The application 

process was quite easy and I soon received an email informing me that I would take 

part in the experience.  

The placement was enjoyable and taught me a lot about the PR side of the music 

industry, which I found very helpful. Thanks to the experience I found that I wasn’t 

really interested in pursuing a career in music journalism, which has helped me to 

realise that I would rather take part in the more creative side of the industry rather 

than the research-based side. I also made some new friends during the experience, 

which was a bonus!  

I would recommend taking opportunities like this because even though my year won’t 

be participating in the regular work experience this year, I was able to complete a 

placement in a slightly different, yet equally as useful, format and it’ll make a great 

addition to my CV. 

Let there be light 
In Year 3’s RE lesson at 

Chandag Juniors, the 

children learned about the 

Hindu and Sikh festival of 

Diwali, which takes place 

this month. They found out 

how families celebrate and 

watched stories about the 

traditional Diwali story of 

Rama and Sita. They made 

Diwali-inspired tea light 

holders, using bright colours, patterns and texture, to represent the importance of 

light. The children took their creations home to share with their families. 
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We will remember them 

Chandag Junior School wanted to share their thought-provoking Year 4 

Remembrance Day window display, which also has two acrostic poems written by 

Year 5 pupils. Here is one of them: 
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Enriching learning with a Stone Age day  
At Chandag Juniors, Year 3 enjoyed an action-packed day of Forest School linked to 

their topic, the Stone Age. The children experienced some things they have been 

learning about, such as dyeing cloth, making Stone Age jewellery and building dens. 
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Remembering the sacrifices 
The Children of Cheddar Grove Primary School held a virtual Remembrance Day 

service to reflect on the service and sacrifices made by those in the armed forces to 

defend our democratic freedoms and way of life. Links were made with the service 

and sacrifices made by Keyworkers during the Covid-19 Pandemic. 

 

 

  

https://twitter.com/WellswayMat
https://www.facebook.com/WellswayMAT/


 

 

www.wellswaymat.com 

Parent and Carer Newsletter: 23 November 2020 

Children’s wellbeing is key 
Cheddar Grove children came to school dressed in bright and spotty clothes for the 

annual BBC Children in Need fundraising day. They learned how the money raised 

supports initiatives in the local, national and international community. Wellbeing is 

key focus of this year’s fundraising drive and the children learned about the Five to 

Thrive approach.  
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Odd Socks Day for Anti-Bullying Week 
Cheddar Grove had a successful start to Anti-Bullying Week with children marking 

the event through participating in Odd Socks Day.  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Children in Need 
St John's Primary joined in the Children in 

Need fun by coming to school dressed in a 

variety of accessories linked to the 

fundraising initiative.  To raise money, the 

Year 6 team made Pudsey Bear badges, 

which were sold throughout the week to all 

of the classes. 
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At Chandag Infants children really care 

 
At Chandag Infant School the children have been learning about Remembrance Day. 

Each class looked at the word 'remember' and what it means to remember people or 

times in the past. They all made a poppy and thought of a special time or person that 

was special to them. All of the poppies were collated onto a display by Mrs Sears 

and the children held a two minute silence on Wednesday. A big thank you goes to 

Miss Findlay who played the 

Last Stand on her bugle. We 

were able to share this with 

the Junior School through a 

video conference call. 

Our pupils dressed in sports 

kit and spots to support this 

year’s Children in Need. As 

you can see, the children 

loved joining in with Joe Wicks 

and his 24hr PE challenge. If 

you would like to make a donation please go to the Children in Need Charity website.  
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Could you make a difference? 
The growth of our Trust means we need more inspirational and professional people 

to join our dedicated and passionate staff team. If you are planning your next career 

move, and think you could help make a difference for our students, please take a 

look at the vacancies across the WMAT.  
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